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The economic exploitation of these people by Zainindars is sup-
ported by the system of land tenures, by the bad state of com-
munications, by the ignorance and superstitions of the people,
and by their incapacity to defend their rights. Religious con-
siderations hardly support the cause of economic justice. A
Musalman Zamindar will not cease to exploit a Chamar har-
waha if he becomes his co-religionist or adopts any other reli-
gion. Similarly, a Hindu Zamindar does not stop taking begar
from a labourer if he becomes an Arya Samajist or takes to any
other religion. To be brief, change of religion has not removed
the incentive for the exploitation of these helpless people, nor
mitigated the social barrier between the exploiters and ex-
ploited depressed classes. In most cases, conversion has merely
resulted in the formation of another low caste, e.g. Bhangi Isai,
Musalman Chuhra, etc.